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LAMOUREUX PARK
Introduction
This chapter details areas of improvement in Lamoureux Park. The Official
Plan states that the main objective for the Waterfront is to increase public
access, public use, and enjoyment, by transforming it into more of a place for
people to be. The Lamoureux Park section is key to fulfilling this objective.
The objectives for Lamoureux Park are to create a ‘show place’ park in
Cornwall, to provide both passive and active recreation, and to serve as a
tourist attraction to the City and region. While it fulfills that objective, it also
functions as a neighbourhood park for citizens in the immediate area,
specifically on the north side of Water Street and new developments along
Water Street.
The principle of the Plan is that there are to be no more major structures
in the cental park area. Any further development should serve to improve the
park function and relate to the Waterfront. This is not a prohibition of new
buildings or structures, but more a statement that new buildings or structures
should serve a public function and be compatible in scale and design with the
park setting. The area around the Civic Complex is still seen as a location for
a campus-like setting of public facilities, appropriate in scale, design and
function.
1.0

Boundary

The park lands bound by the snow dump/bridge area corridor to the west,
Water Street to the north, Bergeron Lane to the east, and the St. Lawrence
River to the south.

2.0 Existing Land Uses and Characteristics
At the west end of the site, lies the Rotary Lane side of the Canal Spillway.
It is used quite frequently by people wanting to fish and by people who want
to use the bikepath to the east of the Spillway. To the east of the Spillway is
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the recently developed Rotary Eco Garden, which is the location of a renaturalized park. It contains replanted trees, shrubs, plants and flowers in a
natural setting, complete with a reintroduced stream and waterfall.
East of the Rotary Eco Gardens is the former Canal Superintendent’s
House, which is presently being used by the R.C.A.F. Service Club. The entry
to their parking area is the same entry to the large parking area to their south.
To the south of the R.C.A.F Service Club are two parking lots, one for
vehicles, and the other for vehicles with boat trailers. Lying almost between
these parking lots is a boat launch with a small dock. To the west of the boat
launch is a recently built gazebo, constructed by the Rotary Club of Cornwall,
as a general waterfront addition, and a complimentary facility to the Eco
Garden.
To the east of the R.C.A.F. Club is a hill, this area serves as programming
area for Lift-Off and other festivals, and is a prime location for picnics with a
view of the St. Lawrence River. The bikepath also continues to the north and
south of this picnic area.
East of the picnic area is the relocated Cornwall Community Museum in
the Wood House, which gives individuals a glimpse of what homes looked like
in the early 1900's, along with historical information/archives and community
museum space. Programming varies including the history of the City of
Cornwall, the old Canal and other historical amenities of the City.
In the general area of the Museum is a playground, with a parking lot to
the northwest, abutting Water Street. The playground has become a very
popular area for the children within the community, and there is still space for
future additions to this ‘playground’ area. South of the playground area is
another hill with a lilac garden facing the Waterfront.
Further east, at the south end of Pitt Street is an oval space with the
Lion’s Club Bandshell to the south. It is arranged with benches, waste
receptacles, and lights at its perimeter. The Bandshell was constructed in 1984
and is used for local concerts during such events as Lift-Off, Canada Day
festivities, and “Arts in the Park”, throughout the summer months. There are
numerous bikepath linkages around this area, along with a Clock Tower at the

LAMO UREUX PARK

Page 40

CORNWALL WATERFRONT PLAN 2007
very north end of Lamoureux Park at the very south of Pitt Street across from
Cornwall Square.
To the east of the above-mentioned oval area is the Cornwall Civic
Complex. The Complex contains an ice surface, offices, conference rooms and
a restaurant. There are approximately 600 parking spaces surrounding the
Complex and it provides access to, and parking for, the Lamoureux Park area,
the Curling Centre, the Civic Complex, the Aquatic Centre and the Marina. East
of the east parking lot is a connection to Marina 200 by a stairway, whereas,
to the south of the east parking lot is a short roadway leading directly to the
Marina service building. North of the Marina is the Legion’s ball diamond facility
which provides primarily baseball recreational activities for the community.
The City of Cornwall is the land owner for most of Lamoureux Park, but
the west section as well as the east end area (containing Marina 200 and the
ball diamonds) remains under various Federal Government leases.

3.0 History
Cornwall’s central Waterfront has been linked to the City’s changing
fortunes for more than two hundred years. Supply depots for tools, food and
clothing for the early settlers were centrally located along the Waterfront,
making this area a focal point of community activity. With the construction of
the Cornwall Canal and the leasing of waterpower privileges, small scale
industries emerged. Grist mills, saw mills, a brewery, a cloth factory and a
paper mill were all in operation along this section of the Canal by mid
nineteenth century. The construction of the County Courthouse which is
situated prominently along the Waterfront served to highlight Cornwall’s
administrative responsibilities for the surrounding districts.
In 1887, the Gault Brothers boosted Cornwall’s reputation in the textile
industry by building a six-storey brick cotton mill. Located south of what was,
at the time, the Canal, at the foot of York Street. The large scale enterprise
provided work for Cornwall’s expanding labour force. However, like its
counterparts in the east end, the Canada Mill, as it became known, experienced
difficult times in the post war period and ceased operation in the 1950's. It was
destroyed by a spectacular blaze in October 1961.
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The construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959 rendered the
Cornwall Canal obsolete and it was subsequently filled in along the central
Waterfront. In 1973, the Honourable Lucien Lamoureux helped secure federal
funds through the Department of Regional and Economic Expansion to assist
the municipality in developing the Waterfront. With the energetic support of
Mayor Ed Lumley and City Council, major waterfront improvements were
initiated including construction of a new arena and supporting infrastructure
facilities such as roads and walkways. Improvements in this area have kept
pace with the City’s development, including the Bandshell, the Curling Centre,
the Aquatic Centre, which reflect local efforts to enhance the attractiveness,
community focus and potential of the Waterfront property.
4.0 Role of the Area to the City
The area provides the City with a Waterfront Park capable of serving as
the City’s “show place” park. The park provides a place for individuals and
families to enjoy the view of the St. Lawrence River and to enjoy a large
“green” space along the southern section of the City, to picnic, to play on the
playground equipment, to watch performances when scheduled at the Lion
Club’s Bandshell, watch Canada Day and Lift-Off festivities, and to use the
bikepath that meanders through the Park. With the growing residential area
north of Water Street, Lamoureux Park also serves as a neighbourhood Park for
those specific citizens.
The eastern area serves as a key civic area with a campus of community
facilities supported by central parking and access. It houses concerts, hockey
games, banquet rooms with a view of the Waterfront, and a place for swimming
lessons or recreational swims at the Aquatic Centre. At the northeast of the
Complex lies the Curling Centre, which houses 6 sheets of ice, complete with
viewing lounge, bar and kitchen.
5.0 Constraints to Development
The City of Cornwall does own a large portion of Lamoureux Park, but
there are sections which the City leases from the St. Lawrence Seaway
Authority and other federal agencies. Although the leases have allowed the City
to develop those lands, it is easier to develop and maintain property when it is
owned directly by the City.
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Soil conditions and bearing capacity of the soils can be an issue in this
area. Lamoureux Park consists of filled areas, as a result of filling the Cornwall
Canal, and original lands. Filled areas pose an important factor when proposing
a building or plant material. A structure should be built on solid, preferably
undisturbed material, for proper stability. If it is not, the construction expenses,
particularly foundations, can increase significantly.
For planting material, the soil conditions must be suitable to enable proper
growth. If conditions are not suitable, they can be altered by bringing soil
conditioner to the site but that too can also increase costs of establishing
certain facilities.
Although not necessarily a constraint to development of the
park/waterfront area itself, development on the north side is constrained to the
extent that it needs to be of a scale, height and design that is appropriate for
the area.

6.0 Projects Completed from 1989 Waterfront Plan
Lamoureux Park has seen significant improvements as a result of
implementing the 1989 plan.
1.

Rotary Eco Gardens: This area was developed by three key
partners, the Rotary Club of Cornwall, the Great Lakes Clean Up
Fund, and the City of Cornwall, as well as some funding from private
developers. The area is a natural garden area located to the east
of the Spillway with trails made of new plantings, a pond, benches,
and various fauna and flora growing naturally around the area.
There was also a stream created, which provides a new fish habitat,
complete with a waterfall, bridge, and a recent gazebo.

2.

Rotary Gazebo: The Rotary Club of Cornwall built a gazebo west of
the boat Launch. It provides a seating area with pleasant views of
the river.
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3.

Boat Launch: A permanent boat launch was located in the bay
south of the R.C.A.F. This has proved to be a popular facility. Apart
from being an important community facility, it also increases
recreational use of the river.

4.

Parking Lot South of R.C.A.F.: A road was constructed leading from
the parking lot at the R.C.A.F. to the area north of the boat launch.
There are two adjacent parking lots, one for standard recreational
vehicles, while the other is for vehicles with boat trailers. There are
25 spaces with boat trailers, and 25 spaces for the area with single
vehicles in that area.

5.

Parking Lot: A new parking lot was built on the South side of Water
Street between York Street and Augustus Street. This provided
improved access to the central area.

6.

Relocation of the Cornwall Community Museum: The Wood House
Museum was moved from the Domtar area to Lamoureux Park and
was placed just South of the parking lot mentioned above.
Additional new program space was added in the foundation level,
providing more Community Museum space.

7.

Playground: Playground equipment was installed North of the lilac
gardens just East of the Cornwall Community Museum. Cornwall
Sunrise Rotary and the Kinettes Clubs were key partners with the
City on this project.

8.

Bandshell Seating: Permanent seating for shows was installed at the
Bandshell.
The seating provides comfort for patrons of the
programming in the summer and during special events.

9.

Lilac Garden: A lilac garden was planted along the slope of a hill just
west of the Bandshell.

10. New Recreational Facilities: Although these two projects were not
directly implemented by the Waterfront Committee, they are highly
utilized.
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The Cornwall Curling Centre opened in 2004, and contains 6 sheets
of ice, a viewing lounge, a bar and a kitchen. The Aquatic Centre
was built in 2005 and contains a 25-metre swimming pool with 6
competitive lanes, a wading pool, a water slide and a whirlpool.
Both facilities are located along the Waterfront east of the Civic
Complex, and have added vitality and activity to the Cornwall
Waterfront.
11. Clock Tower: The Clock Tower is a structure which was placed at
the south end of Pitt Street as a kind of “entrance treatment” to
Lamoureux Park, as well as a structure which can be viewed fairly
far when looking South down Pitt Street as representation of the
Waterfront.
12. Development of the North Side of Water Street: A variety of
condominiums and offices have been built on the north side of
Water Street. These buildings have clearly taken advantage of a
prime section of the Waterfront which overlooks Lamoureux Park
and the St. Lawrence River.

7.0

Preliminary Proposals

This particular section of the Waterfront has seen significant amount of
attention, focus and development, as part of the last Waterfront Plan.
However, since this specific section of the Waterfront remains an important part
of the City of Cornwall’s Waterfront, the Committee has developed several more
proposals to enhance the use of this spectacular waterfront park.
!

The Committee has reviewed in detail a series of proposals and
concepts contained in the Heart of the City/FORREC proposal. The
Committee looked at new commercial uses, a roadway through the
park, improved parking, and introduction of residential
developments, particularly at the West and East ends. In general,
although the Committee did not support some of those intensive
developments, there were some ideas which have been incorporated
into projects that the Committee is prepared to support.

LAMO UREUX PARK

Page 45

CORNWALL WATERFRONT PLAN 2007

!

The proposal for a new low level bridge will significantly change the
west end of Lamoureux Park. It will create a new entranceway and
arrival point. It will be important to coordinate design and
implementation to have the maximum positive impact on the
Waterfront.

!

Since the current snow dump area will be the first impression for
those entering the City once the new bridge is put in place, the
Committee is looking to develop something that will be more
aesthetically pleasing for those entering Cornwall from the United
States. The Committee is also recommending mixed use
development including primarily residential units in this area, west
of the Spillway. Implementation will require a rezoning and the
amount of land available will be difficult to determine until final
bridge designs are complete.

!

Due to the increasing request for additional parking inside
Lamoureux Park, the Committee is looking into increasing vehicle
accessibility and parking, instead of a road through the park, which
was initially discussed by the Heart of the City Committee, for all
users, including the disabled. The proposed area in which the
Committee has reviewed to be an appropriate place is behind the
Bandshell, as this will give individuals better access to the central
area of Lamoureux Park. (See Map C2)

!

Water Street, with its four lane configuration, can be seen as
significant barrier to park access for the neighbourhood and
commercial activities on the north side of Water Street. With the
new residential units on the north side of Water Street, there are
limited crosswalks heading into the park, therefore, the Committee
is looking to improve pedestrian access from the urban area north
of Water Street into Lamoureux Park, adding better crosswalks at
intersections such as York, Bedford and Cumberland Streets. This
is aimed at improving the north/south linkages.
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!

Lamoureux Park is seen as a key focus area which can be
programmed for festivals and other community activities. Between
Canada Day activities, Lift-Off, etc., there is a need to improve
“infrastructure” (electrical and water) in the Park to support these
programs. Key improvements need to be made to the Bandshell,
including improved stage height or viewing, better protection from
the weather and improved power supply. Improvements to the
power supply, etc., would also come as part of a new service
building/washroom facility in the central area of the park. This
could also assist in developing more activities within the Park, such
as the ones mentioned above, to make the Waterfront even more
enjoyable.

!

More rest areas are required along the bikepaths. The Committee
is looking into additional gazebos (such as at Marina 200), as well
in the central area.

!

With the closest washroom for Lamoureux Park being at the Civic
Complex, and the children’s playground being quite far West of that,
there is an urgent need for the construction of a service building
with washroom facilities in a more central area of the park. Just
West of the play structure and East of the Cornwall Community
Museum is seen as an appropriate area. This was part of the
original 1989 Waterfront Plan, and is still seen as an important
component to Lamoureux Park. The building would serve multiple
functions in addition to washrooms.
It could support park
maintenance as well as provide important electrical and water
access.

!

There is no outdoor pool in Lamoureux Park, and a beach is not
practical due to environmental issues with the St. Lawrence River,
as well as construction and operating costs of such a facility. The
Committee is looking into alternatives for water activities. A water
play structure, also known as a Splash pad, could possibly be placed
around the area of the current playground and would need the
service/washroom building to support it.
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!

As detailed in the bridge discussion, the snow dump area will be the
first impression for those crossing the new bridge which is to be
placed at the South end of Brookdale Avenue, therefore, the
Committee is looking to relocate the snow dump (from 1989 Plan)
to coincide with the new bridge and arrival area.

!

Since it is easier to develop and plan for improvements of lands
when they are in ownership by the City, the Committee is
continually looking to acquire surplus federal lands as they become
available

!

There have been requests to continue memorial planting areas in
Lamoureux Park. In earlier years, plantings or memorials occured
in various areas of the park, therefore, the Committee is looking to
continue to carefully control requests for memorials, as well as
possibly develop new forms of memorials. There is also the proposal
of continuing the addition of landscaping in key areas.

!

Due to the fact that Race Street is one of the main streets along the
Harbour area and the Waterfront, the Committee would like to see
streetscape and improvements to Race Street (lighting, landscaping,
etc.)

!

There has been a request made to increase the use of the waterway
corridor at the Spillway. The possible design to be implemented is
a White Water Rafting/canoeing area. This may be a temporary use
if plans to reopen the canal proceed (see Canal Lands section).
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8.0

Public Meeting Comments

As mentioned in the introductory chapter of this report, public meetings
were conducted for each area. Along with the preliminary proposals for the
Lamoureux Park area, these were additional comments from the public
concerning development in this particular area. Generally, the public supported
the Committee’s proposals, but did emphasize certain issues. They are:
!

There was a concern over any new residential uses south of Water
Street.

!

More benches for rest areas; to be scattered around the park
randomly

!

More drinking fountains

!

Patrolling of areas all year round

!

Better identify and preserve historical sites

!

Move some of the lilac bushes and make available more “romantic”
seating throughout the lilac garden

!

Council should consider a hotel near the Civic Complex

!

Use snow dump area for recreational purposes as for when the new
bridge is built. This area will be the first impression of the
Waterfront for people arriving from the U.S.

!

A washroom is needed in Lamoureux Park

!

The park is attracting geese which are interfering with enjoyable use
of the park

The earlier section provides details on the Plan’s proposals and priorities
but for summary purposes, they are listed as follows.
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PRIORITIES
LAMOUREUX PARK
SHORT TERM PRIORITIES - 1-5
YEARS

LEVEL OF EFFORT - BUDGET

Washroom/Service building

$250,000.00

Linkages across Water Street
(Cumberland, Bedford and York
Streets)

Several at $12,000.00/each
Additional $70,000.00/each if
signal required

Snow dump removal

Tied to bridge issue

New parking - access in the bandshell
area

$150,000

Infrastructure - improved power and
water supply

Needs further design to
determine costs

Splash park/Splash pad

$250,000

White water/Kayak opportunities in the
spillway

Subject to further design

Land acquisition - convert Federal
leases to ownership

Low cost ($1) unknown future
infrastructure obligations

Memorial plantings

Ongoing private

Addition of park furniture

$25,000
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LONG TERM PRIORITIES - 6-10
YEARS

LEVEL OF EFFORT - BUDGET

Spillway (medium term)

Subject to further design

Snow dump redevelopment
opportunities

Development management

Gazebos

$100,000

Race Street improvements

Subject to further design

Power house removal

Unknown
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