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#ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ Planning Division publishes the Data Book annually in order to provide the most 
accurate and up-to-date information for those interested in learning more about the City. The Data 
Book is compiled mainly from secondary sources such as Statistics Canada Census data, Planning 
Division files, and information from other City Departments. As the Data Book is published for 
reader convenience, it is recommended that the reader consult the appropriate sources directly for 
greater statistical accuracy. The reader should be made aware that different sources are sometimes 
used to present similar information, especially when referring to the City's population figures, 
which are derived from both Canadian Census records and Ontario Assessment data. Therefore, it is 
suggested that attention be paid to the sources when comparing different tables. Although every 
effort has been made to ensure that all information is current and accurate, some details are subject 
to change without notice. For more information, please contact the City of Cornwall's Planning 
Division at 613-932-6252 (ext. 2328) or contact the Division via email at <planning@cornwall.ca>. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: MOST RECENTLY UPDATED IN SUMMER 2019 
(INFORMATION BASED ON AVAILABLE DATA)  
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City Background  
 
 The City of Cornwall is situated on the North shore of the St. Lawrence River and has a 
population of 46,589 inhabitants. Located along the Windsor-Québec City corridor, this Eastern 
Ontario community is 100 kilometres Southeast of Ottawa, 170 kilometres east of Kingston, and 
115 kilometres west of Montreal (see Figure 1). Cornwall is served by an excellent transportation 
network which includes Highway 401, the CN mainline, and the St. Lawrence River, as well as direct 
ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÖÉÁ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÁ×ÁÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÒÉÄÇÅȢ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÈÁÓ 
significantly diversified over the past 20 years; once heavily dominated by manufacturing 
ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÎ ÉÎ Ôhe mid 1980ȭs as more service oriented 
ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÎ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȢ 4ÏÄÁÙȟ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ Á 
mixture of logistics and distribution operations, service companies, call centres and manufacturers, 
with employment equally spread between these sectors. 
 
 Cornwall is located in Stormont County of S.D. &G. which has an immediate regional 
population of approximately 113,429 people. Cornwall, with a population of 46,589, is a separated 
city from the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry; however, when taken together 
they form a larger regional area with a population of 160,018 people. Cornwall is an older 
community by Canadian standards, celebrating its 230th anniversary in 2014.  It  was settled in the 
late 1700's by United Empire Loyalists, British immigrants, and French settlers. The area became 
the County Seat in 1791, was incorporated as a Town in 1834, and achieved the City status in 1945. 
The Cornwall Canal, once a dominant factor of the city, was constructed in the 1840ȭs to allow ships 
to bypass the Long Sault Rapids and consequently, led to industrial development in and around 
Cornwall.  Although no longer in use, parts of the canal have been left unaltered for its historical 
and recreational value. 
 
 Cornwall experienced rapid growth between 1871 and 1891 when the town more than 
doubled in size. A second period of rapid growth occurred between 1921 and 1931 when the 
population increased by 50 percent. Two of Corn×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 
these periods of growth; The Toronto Paper Manufacturing Company (Domtar Fine Paper), 
incorporated in 1883 and closed in 2006, and Courtaulds Canada Inc., built in 1924, which closed in 
the early 1990's. In the latter part of the 20th century, the City developed industrial parks and the 
economic base of the community diversified. The City of Cornwall annexed a substantial portion of 
land from the Cornwall Township in 1957, which increased its population from 18,000 to 41,000 
inhabitants and enlarged its land area from 5.2 square kilometres (2 square miles) to 80.3 square 
kilometres (31 square miles). The official size of Cornwall sits at approximately 61.5 square 
kilometres, as per the most recent Statistics Canada report . 
 
 Over the past twenty years, #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ Äowntown area has strengthened its role as one of 
the foundations for the city in terms of business, culture, and leisure. Facilities such as the Cornwall 
Civic CompÌÅØȾ,ÁÍÏÕÒÅÕØ 0ÁÒËȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂ "ÁÎÄÓÈÅÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÉÎÁ ςππ contribute to 
this foundation. The quality green space along the waterfront accommodates numerous community 
ÁÎÄ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȠ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ a hub for leisure and fishing watercrafts that attracts thousands 
of people year round from both S. D. & G. and abroad. It can be argued that Pitt Street is the 
backbone of the downtown area, boasting a healthy mix of businesses, shops, and services that 
branch out from the main strip onto adjacent streets such as: the Provincial Courthouse, the 
Cornwall Public Library, Cornwall Square Shopping Centre, and City Hall, among smaller local 
stores and services are but few of the many amenities located here. The Benson Centre, although 
not directly located in the defined downtown area, is another contributor to the healthy evolution 
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and prosperity of the city, as it provides the community with three NHL-sized rinks, an indoor 
soccer facility, tennis courts, as well as conference/board rooms that can be rented out. The Benson 
Centre is also a shining example for other projects in the City as it has been developed on a former 
Brownfield site, which previously housed a wood room facility for Domtar Paper and had been 
underutilized since the departure of the mill. 
 
 

 In a broader context, the NAV CENTRE (formerly known as Transport Canada Training 
Institute), St. Lawrence College ɀ Cornwall campus, and the St. Lawrence River Institute of 
Environmental Services, together with Guindon Park, a 470 acre park located at the west end of the 
City's waterfront, have also contributed to the community's overall prosperity. The City has 
developed into a hub for logistics operations, with distribution centre activity also translating into 
growth in support sectors such as transportation. Interest in the Cornwall Business Park continues 
to strengthen as companies take advantage of the low cost of land and strategic location beside 
Highway 401. 
 

Although there are some quadrants ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ȰÒÕÒÁÌȱȟ ÖÁÃÁÎÔȟ 
or undeveloped, much of Cornwall is urbanized. The development pattern in Cornwall resembles an 
ÉÎÖÅÒÔÅÄ Ȱ4ȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÕÒÂÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ spanning East/West along the St. 
Lawrence River and the old CN mainline, followed by development along Pitt Street, spanning 
north/s outh, as the City began to grow. #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ #ÅÎÔÒal Business District is enclosed by Fifth 
Street West on its north side, Water Street on its south side, and Amelia and Augustus Streets to the 
east and west sides, respectively. The City also maintains a growing Business Park in its east end 

Figure 1 ɀ City of Cornwall Regional Setting 

Figure 1 ɀ City of Cornwall, Regional Context 

(Source: ChooseCornwall.ca) 
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comprised of industrial land uses and reasonably priced acreage, offering companies a competitive 
advantage when deciding on a host city/region , or simply where to expand. Much of the residential 
development is characterized by low density housing (single family, duplex, triplex types); 
however, Cornwall has begun to experience some considerable densification over the past decade 
with the introduction of new condo and apartment developments that have the potential to inspire 
future developments of the same accord. 

 
The East End community contains an extensive part of #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ is home to 

the largest 0-14 demographic group. This area has experienced new commercial stores and 
redevelopment of existing commercial corridors, as well as a new institutional  development. 
Bridgewood Public School, which combined the former Gladstone and East Front public schools, 
holds an administrative loading number of 576 students from Junior Kindergarten to 6th grade. The 
new institution opened its doors in September of 2016 for the school year and has welcomed new 
student bodies from different communities. The facility is located at the corner of Nick Kaneb Drive 
and Marleau Avenue, an ideal location for children to walk, bike and even carpool, which helps to 
promote healthy lifestyle choices and a decrease in automobile traffic.  

 
Cornwall is a well located, modern and diverse community offering a combination of urban 

and rural development, while promoting a uniquely multi-cultural and high-quality lifestyle.  
Cornwall is also looking forward to a strong future as one of Canada's most environmentally 
friendly and energy efficient cities. Cornwall District Heating, a division of Fortis Ontario, configures 
a co-generation plant which efficiently produces locally generated electricity as well as hot water 
for a district heating system. This heating system serves several public buildings throughout the 
city and has contributed to a decrease in fossil-fuel consumption and a decrease in dependency on 
outside energy suppliers. It should also be noted that for the 11th straight year, the City of 
#ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÄÒÉÎËÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÈÁÓ ÓÃÏÒÅÄ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ In 
addition, the RCMP Detachment at the corner of McConnell Avenue and Tollgate Road East near 
Highway 401 interchange ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ 
environmentally friendly developments with their adherence to LEED standards.  
 
 The City of Cornwall continues to promote the Community Renewal and Intensification 
Initiative, through Ȭ(ÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭ ɉ(/4C). This program provides a series of financially-based 
incentives which encourages private sector businesses and landowners to renew, redevelop, 
revitalize, and intensify commercial and mixed-residential buildings in the urban core areas of the 
city.  HOTC aims to encourage people to live, work, and play in the Downtown and Le Village areas.  
 
 The City also continues to administeÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÅÎÁÉÓÓÁÎÃÅ (ÏÕÓÉÎÇ 2ÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȱ 
(RHRP) which focuses attention on grass-roots revitalization initiative, centered in Le Village and 
its abutting residential community. RHRP encompasses a set of comprehensive socio-economic 
visions to ensure the commÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÖÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ The City of Cornwall also has the 
Brownfield Strategy and Action Plan paired with financial incentive programs. These programs 
provide financially-based incentives which encourage developers to environmentally clean-up and 
redevelop Brownfield  properties and buildings in the municipality. The Cotton Mill Lofts are an 
excellent example of a Brownfield  project which aims to convert these old red brick buildings into 
première residences in the historic Harbour/Cotton Mills Complex District and Le Village area of 
Cornwall. The Guindon-Esso property on Pitt and 13th Street is another example of a private 
landowner rehabilitation of a former gas station, which is now a car/dog wash centre. 
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Every year, the Seaway International  border crossing accommodates approximately 70,000 
commercial users and well over 2 million passenger vehicles. In order to better accommodate 
interchanges between the U.S.-Canadian Border, a new low-level international bridge was 
completed in 2014, which replaced and decommissioned the taller Seaway International Bridge 
that originally accommodated a shipping underpass for water traffic. New public bike and 
pedestrian trails were also created in conjunction with the construction of the new Cornwall Bridge 
so as to introduce new public open space while enhancing the existing St. Lawrence waterfront 
experience. 

 
The Canadian population is aging: virtually every municipality and the province is 

experiencing growth in numbers and the proportions of older cohort in their communities. For 
instance, #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÄÉÁÎ age of 46.6 years has surpassed the 2030 projection 
of 42.2 years for Ontario - meaning that Cornwall is home to one of the largest senior groups. Given 
ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÔ ÁÎ ÉÄÅÁÌ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ 
seniors to establish and maintain an active and healthy life style.  

 
#ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ×ÁÔÅÒÆÒÏÎÔ ÉÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÂÏÔÈ cyclists and pedestrians, and offers free live 

bands during the summer through the Arts in the Park program*. Cornwall also offers community 
programs such as Senior Clubs and  Sports Clubs which are located in both Downtown and East end 
communities close to amenities, and are easily accessible by public transportation. They provide 
learning opportunities to develop leadership and social skills while promoting advocacy and 
trusted information. Educational opportunities are also offered in the Encore Education Centre for 
those who are interested in learning. The Encore Education Centre is a non-profit organization that 
offers academic courses for adults over 50 years of age to broaden their horizons. 

 
*Note: For further information on live bands and sports clubs, Please visit the Recreation program under the City of Cornwall 

website.  
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  (Source: City of Cornwall, 2014/16/18) 
 

 

 



7 Chapter  1: Population Data 
 

Total Population   

According to the 2016 Canadian Census $ÁÔÁȟ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃial population as of May 2016 
was 46,590 inhabitants, which represents an increase of +0.5% or 250 inhabitants compared to the 
previous 2011 Census Data. Figure 2 provides the values for the City's population at five year 
intervals from 1996 to 2016.  
 
Figure 2 ɀ Total Population Change 1996 - 2016 

 
(Source: Statistics Canada, 1996-2016 Census) 

 

Population: Looking Ahead  
 

 Past growth trends reveal that the City's population remains relatively stable.  It appears as 
though the population is now increasing steadily despite a slight decrease in the year 2001. 
According to Watson and Associates, who conducted a Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR) in 
April of 2014, the City  of Cornwall is forecast to experience a 7.3% increase in population by the 
year 2026, which would yield a population of around 49,700. By 2036, the city population is 
forecasted to reach 50,900; a 9.8% increase from the current population. This growth will be 
characterized by a decline in the population of youths (aged 0-19) from 21% to 19% by 2036, as 
well as young and mid-life adults (aged 20-54) from 45% to 39% by 2036; while the older seniors 
age group (aged 75+) is forecast to experience significant gÒÏ×ÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ ωϷ ÔÏ ςρϷ ÏÆ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ 
ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ςπσφȢ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÓÔÅÁÄÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
supported by a forecasted 190 net migrants to Cornwall annually, with respect to the CÉÔÙȭÓ 
promising local economic outlook, as well as the growth in the regional economy. 
(Watson & Associates Economists Ltd., City of Cornwall Municipal Comprehensive Review 2014) 
 

Residential Community Population  
 

 Tables 1.1 ÁɊ ÔÏ ÇɊ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÒÅÁËÄÏ×Î ÂÙ ÁÇÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ 
ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȠ #ÅÎÔÒÅÔÏ×Îȟ $Ï×ÎÔÏ×Îȟ %ÁÍÅÒȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒÓȟ %ÁÓÔ %ÎÄȟ and Riverdale (Figure 
ςɊȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÉÎÇ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÇÅ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÅÖÉÄÅnt that the 
fastest growing sector of the population between 2011 and 2016 is the 65+ age cohort at 13.2%. 
Additionally, between the years of 2006 and 2011, the same age group increased by 12.9%.  
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#ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÍÅÄÉÁÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ age, which was 45.3 years in 2011 increased to 46.6 in 2016, 
surpassing /ÎÔÁÒÉÏȭÓ ÍÅÄÉÁÎ ÏÆ τρ.3 years. This indicates that during the ten year period, Cornwall 
has experienced a slight aging of its population. This trend is most likely due to the large number of 
Ȱ"ÁÂÙ "ÏÏÍÅÒÓȱ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎg the 65+ age group. 

 The population distribution for each of Cornwall's residential communities varies across the 
City. The &ÏÕÒ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ςπρρ ÁÎÄ ςπρφ ÁÒÅ Ȱ$Ï×ÎÔÏ×Îȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á 
ςȢρτϷ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅȟ Ȱ%ÁÍÅÒȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒÓȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á φȢρφϷ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅȟ Ȱ%ÁÓÔ %ÎÄȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á πȢςχϷ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
Ȱ2ÉÖÅÒÄÁÌÅȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ρȢφϷ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅȢ While the rest of the communities experienced an increase, the 
Centretown experienced 1.89% decline in population from 2011 to 2016.  
 

Figure 3 ɀ Total Population Breakdown (1996-2036) 
 

 The chart below illustrates the population projections for the City of Cornwall over forty 
years, which includes past, present and future years, calculated by Watson and Associates 
Economists. The population is separated into fifteen year cohorts to better understand the 
distribution and fluctuations of the population of Cornwall. Each shade in the chart represents a 
density of the population within that cohort. As illustrated, #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁtion will be 
experiencing an increase in population over the next twenty years, mainly driven by the 75+ age 
cohort, while the rest of the cohorts will be experiencing a declining growth rate. Such increase in 
75+ cohorts and decrease in the remainder coincides with waning fertility rates after the ρωφπȭÓ 
Baby Boom. Canada as a whole experienced a lower fertility rate; 0.36% natural increase in 
population (Stats Canada, 2017), while the rest of the population was supported by intermigration 
and immigration.  

 
       (Census Canada, 1996-2016) 
Note: The Cohort breakdown presented above may differ from Census Data and other population breakdowns in 

the Data Book. 
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Figure 4 ɀ#ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌȭÓ Five Residential Communities and Guindon Park 

  

   (City of Cornwall Engineering Department, 2019) 




